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Church. It is said by those who profess to know that,
but for this arrangement, many of the new churches in
the suburbs of London would never have been built.

The acute disease of a narrow creed and the chronic
affliction of abused patronage are threatening the life of
the Church of England, Sir John Coleridge and some
others ascribe the decrease of ' good men' from the
universities to the tests required before ordination.
There may be some truth in this, but the more proba-
ble cause is the uncertainty of the means of existence,
not to say of fulfilling one's vocation, without having
to deal in transactions from which every sincere and
honest mind instinctively recoils. A certain number
of men must be ordained, and if the best men of the
universities refuse to take orders the bishops must be
content with what they can get. If university men
entirely fail, their place can be taken by ' literates/
or, what is worse still, by men who, without a proper
school education, have had nothing but the meagre
training of a theological college. The result is that
the character of the clergy is visibly deteriorating, A
few more years of the same downward course^ and
scholarship, gentlemanliness, and refinement will cease
to be the marked qualifications of an English cler-
gyman.

According to the last census, about one-half of the
worshipping people of England were outside of the
Established Church* They had formed themselves
into distinct Churches. Alongside of the position of
the Church of England it will be profitable to have
a v-iew of the actual condition of the religious com-
Smnities outside of the Church. Among these are